visit was paid to Ballymena on the invitation of members there. Dr. John Armstrong gave a talk on "Fifty Years in General Practice," which was followed by a very pleasant dinner. For general practitioners who for too long have been working largely in isolation the opportunity to meet their fellows has been one of the most valuable benefits of College membership.
General practitioner research is likely to be one of the chief activities of the College. Until now the vast opportunities for clinical investigation open to the general practitioner have been too little cultivated, owing mainly to lack of advice and help for the practitioner, whose observations, though of interest and importance, too often have never reached a wider public.
The Research Committee of the College is working in three ways.. First, in supervising from time to time large-scale studies, designed after much time and thought, and with expert assistance, and undertaken by a large number of general practitioner volunteers. This year various aspects of measles and the value of sulphonamides and penicillin in that condition are the subject of study. Secondly, in the field of group research a number of practitioners with a common interest join to study a subject again after discussion and expert help. At present these include acute respiratory diseases, the indications for tonsillectomy, psychosomatic disorders, hereditary diseases and asthma in childhood. Finally, the advice of experts is available to the doctor working on his own. A "Research News-Letter" is published, with information for members and contributions by them. This, in time, will probably develop into the Transactions of the College.
Research in the Northern Ireland Faculty is the responsibility of a small committee. There are ten research members, most of whom have undertaken one of the group enquiries. A local investigation has also begun, a study of the asymmetry in the heads of infants at about three months, and its possible correlation with right-or left-handedness later in life. The professors of medicine, surgery, midwifery and social and preventive medicine have agreed to act as an advisory panel and give their suggestions and advice.
The Postgraduate Education Committee has suggested minor changes in refresher courses and hopes to encourage close liaison between general practitioners and hospitals.
The Undergraduate Education Committee welcomes the lectures, recently given by a general practitioner to medical students at Queen's University, Belfast, and has discussed ways and means of enabling senior students to receive practical instruction in the work of general practice.
